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David Bonk : Trenton and Princeton 1776-77: Washington crosses the Delaware (Campaign)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Trenton and Princeton 1776-77: 
Washington crosses the Delaware (Campaign): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An army on the brink of extinction....By HMS WarspiteIn the winter 
of 1776-1777, George Washington's small Continental Army hovered on the very brink of extinction, following 
defeats in and around New York City and a long retreat across New Jersey. With many enlistments due to expire at the 
end of December, General Washington and the new nation truly faced "times that try men's souls." However, the 
stalwart Washington rallied his small army and decided to gamble everything by going over to the offensive."Trenton 
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and Princeton 1776-1777" is an Osprey Campaign Series book and a good one. Author David Bonk provides an 
exciting narrative of Washington's daring crossing of the Delaware for a Christmas night attack on a Hessian garrison 
at Trenton. Washington's army, reinforced by militia, crossed the river a second time just before the end of December, 
first to face down a British force at Assunpink Creek, then to steal a march and surprise the British garrison at 
Princeton. As the author makes clear, Washington took great risks, but his small army fought surprisingly well. As the 
author also makes clear, the importance of this winter campaign can hardly be overstated. The text is augmented by a 
nice collection of photographs, maps, diagrams and illustrations. Recommended as a very good introduction to a 
sometimes overlooked campaign of the American Revolution.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy William L Hickmangreat buy0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book gives a great 
overview and summary of the battles.By RobertI love the Osprey books on the American Revolution. They give a 
concise history, make for a quick reference work, and provide enough details to understand the action. The images 
always include current photographs of the sites, maps, and contemporary artwork of the leaders. The serious 
researcher can use the Osprey books for an overview before delving into more in depth and detailed studies.

Following the battle of White River and the fall of Forts Washington and Lee during the American Revolutionary War 
(1775-1783), George Washington withdrew his army, crossing the Delaware River to regroup. However, with morale 
at a critical low and the terms of enlistment of many of his troops set to expire, Washington decided on one more 
strike before the winter weather made military operations impossible. Re-crossing the Delaware on Christmas night, 
1776, Washington's army surprised the Hessian garrison at Trenton and managed to kill, wound or capture 1,000 of the 
enemy for the loss of only four men. Then, avoiding a major engagement with the British Army under General 
Cornwallis that had been sent to track him down, Washington attacked and defeated another small British force at 
Princeton. Having inflicted two costly and embarrassing defeats on the British forces, Washington withdrew his army 
into winter quarters at Morristown. Using a combination of modern photographs and period artwork, this book tells the 
story of the legendary campaign that restored the morale of American forces, caused the British to abandon large parts 
of New Jersey, and established General George Washington's reputation as a daring military strategist.

"It is a great book, especially for the student of the Revolutionary War and shows how even small victories can help 
turn the tide. A book I know you will enjoy reading." -Scott Van Aken, modelingmadness.com (February 2009)About 
the AuthorDavid Bonk is a lifelong student of military history and historical miniatures wargamer. He has written for 
various wargaming publications, including the Midwest Wargamer Magazine and the SAGA newsletter, as well as 
Osprey Military Journal. He is a member of the Historical Miniatures Gaming Society and served 6 years on the Board 
of Directors for that organization. Over the past several years he has become interested in the history of the American 
involvement in World War I and has been wargaming this period for some time. The author lives in North Carolina. 


