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Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political Science): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An excellent, important readBy C. LarsonWith its publication in 
2014, Morrisons book on early Yankee seafarers trading goods and establishing contacts with counterparts in China 
and India garnered multiple reviewers accolades as well as earning a John Lyman Book Awards Honorable Mention. 
A True Yankee comes highly recommended as a very real and highly insightful contribution, an excellent and highly 
important study, one that is educational, interesting, cleverly organized, and easy to read. Morrisons book does indeed 
warrant high praise, and rather than go over ground already covered by other reviewers, Ill just add that the book is 
beautifully written and produced, from its cover and in-text illustrations to the paper quality to the greatly appreciated 
impeccable editing and proofreading.Further, A True Yankee adds new insights into the historical context of Americas 
long interactions with nations bordering the South Seas. With todays focus becoming ever sharper on the evolving 
relationship between China and America as world powers and as trading partners, with both countries grappling anew 
over how to redefine their national identities at home and abroad, Morrisons book now stands as an even more 
important read. Highly recommended. (Note: I purchased the hardcover edition.)1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Discovering America by Discovering the WorldBy Ted LehmannTrue Yankees: The South Seas and 
the Discovery of American Identity (The Johns Hopkins Studies in Historical and Political Science) by Dane A. 
Morrison (Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014, 280 pages, $34.95) uses the voyages, writings, and experiences of 
American traders and sojourners Samuel Shaw, Amasa Delano, Edmond Fanning, Harriet Low and Robert Bennett 
Forbes during the period 1785 through 1840 to describe the expansion of American mercantilism in the South China 
Sea and the Indian Ocean in support of his thesis that their voyages helped spread the web of American influence and 
power while establishing the newly founded country's legitimacy and to develop the distinctive qualities of behavior 
and belief that firmly established the American character during a period where the existence and development of 
America a a nation and world power was still very much in question.The five merchant world explorers in the book 
stand as representative of those pioneers in post-revolutionary America who sought to build their fortunes by 
following the China trade to build their lac (fortune) exploring far from their New England origins as they pioneered 
new routes to the Great South Sea, encountered new people, cultures, and economic opportunities for themselves 
while helping to build America's wealth back during a period of fragile economic recovery and weak international 
recognition. They progressed from seeking to trade in ginseng, cotton, seal furs and whale oils to Chinese silk, 
ceramics, and east Indian opium in a triangle trade similar to that between America, Africa, and the Caribbean islands 
in slaves. Because all five were skilled writers who shared their stories in personal journals, correspondence, and 
books, they established an extensive record of their activities, developing understandings of the world they functioned 
in, successes and failures. Morrison weaves their stories together into an intriguing period covering a little over half a 
century when the emerging American character was developed and established through the success of the efforts of 
people like them, picturing the excitement their voyages generated in the commercial and popular minds of Americans 
who were themselves on a voyage from being thirteen autonomous colonies toward a continent-wide nation of 
distinctive character and disposition. As we follow their voyages and writings, readers see the development from 
questing merchants following their needs and ideals to established world traders championing American 
exceptionalism manifested as prejudice and closed-mindedness. The remainder of this review can be found on my blog 
(Google: Bluegrass Ted)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The Story of How Early Americans 
Voyaged to China to Find ThemselvesBy A CustomerDane Morrisons True Yankees explores how voyages to China 
and East Asia shaped new understandings of American national character between 1784 and 1840, the period of the 
Old China, or Indies, Trade.Morrison has written a cultural history of the early United States-China trade. He explores 
how the trade affected Americans conceptions of themselves as citizens of the United States and of the world. 
Morrison does not deny the primacy of the economic motives that drove Americans to trade in distant lands, but they 
do not play a large role in his story.True Yankees tells the stories of five American travelers who voyaged to China 
between 1784 and 1840. Samuel Shaw, Amasa Delano, Edmund Fanning, Harriet Low, and Robert Bennet Forbes all 
produced journals and/or published narratives that recounted their adventures to Asia. Morrison uses these accounts to 
reveal three discoveries:1. Although Yankee travelers discussed making discoveries as they traveled, their discoveries 
did not mean that they located previously unknown peoples or places. These voyagers traveled into the Arabian Sea 
and the Indian and Pacific Oceans three hundred years after Europeans had first plied those waters. Instead, the 
Yankees meant that they had discovered new places and contacts as Americans; they became the first citizens of the 
United States to sail those distant waters as Americans.2. American explorations of eastern oceans, islands, and 
countries contributed to the development of American character. American voyagers to the East came into contact 
with Asian, south African, Pacific Island, and European peoples who all had to decide what these new Americans were 
like: were they honorable? Were they like Europeans? Were they different, if so how?3. Just as Asian, south African, 
Pacific island, and European peoples had to define who Americans were as a people, so did the travelers. The voyagers 
Morrison discusses may have traveled to the East for economic reasons, but all participated in metaphysical voyages 
as well. They compared themselves and their fellow Americnas with the other peoples they encountered. Were 



Americans savvy in business like the British? Were they fair or arbitrary as the Chinese seemed to be? Did they act 
humanely and morally? Answers to these questions varied over time, but each voyager asked them.Morrison organizes 
his book masterfully. He divides True Yankees into two parts, five chapters, and four interludes. Each chapter 
represents the story of one Yankee traveler. The first part discusses the experiences of the first generation of 
Americans to travel to China while the second part explores the experiences of the second generation. Morrison uses 
the interludes to connect the narratives. Morrison presents the travelers stories in chronological order; the interludes 
explain what has occurred in between each voyagers trip to China in terms of the politics, economics, foreign policy, 
and national development of the United States.Although Morrison uses the interludes to provide context, he does not 
provide an adequate explanation of what caused Americans to shift from being open minded about other cultures in the 
first generation and closed minded in the second generation. This is a glaring omission given his otherwise strong and 
cogent argument. With that said, True Yankees is a well-written and engaging history book that I recommend for any 
history lover who would like to learn more about early American history.

With American independence came the freedom to sail anywhere in the world under a new flag. During the years 
between the Treaty of Paris and the Treaty of Wangxi, Americans first voyaged past the Cape of Good Hope, reaching 
the ports of Algiers and the bazaars of Arabia, the markets of India and the beaches of Sumatra, the villages of Cochin, 
China, and the factories of Canton. Their South Seas voyages of commerce and discovery introduced the infant nation 
to the world and the world to what the Chinese, Turks, and others dubbed the "new people."Drawing on private 
journals, letters, ships logs, memoirs, and newspaper accounts, Dane A. Morrison's True Yankees traces Americas 
earliest encounters on a global stage through the exhilarating experiences of five Yankee seafarers. Merchant Samuel 
Shaw spent a decade scouring the marts of China and India for goods that would captivate the imaginations of his 
countrymen. Mariner Amasa Delano toured much of the Pacific hunting seals. Explorer Edmund Fanning 
circumnavigated the globe, touching at various Pacific and Indian Ocean ports of call. In 1829, twenty-year-old 
Harriett Low reluctantly accompanied her merchant uncle and ailing aunt to Macao, where she recorded trenchant 
observations of expatriate life. And sea captain Robert Bennet Forbess last sojourn in Canton coincided with the 
eruption of the First Opium War. How did these bold voyagers approach and do business with the people in the region, 
whose physical appearance, practices, and culture seemed so strange? And how did native men and womennot to 
mention the European traders who were in direct competition with the Americansregard these upstarts who had fought 
off British rule? The accounts of these adventurous travelers reveal how they and hundreds of other mariners and 
expatriates influenced the ways in which Americans defined themselves, thereby creating a genuinely brash national 
characterthe "true Yankee." Readers who love history and stories of exploration on the high seas will devour this 
gripping tale.

"Although part of US cultural and economic history, the role of long-distance sea trade in developing the nation's 
character and global outlook in the early national period has not been discussed until now. The book is informative and 
entertaining, a rare combination. Highly recommended." (Choice)"Often gripping and always engaging. True Yankees 
makes a very real and highly insightful contribution to our understanding of early America's place within the Pacific 
world." (Journal of Pacific History)"An excellent book contributing valuable information on America's early story. 
Anyone interested in the birth of our nation and how we entered into the world of commerce will find this a detailed 
resource." (Pirates and Privateers)"An insightful, well-documented, and immensely significant work for the field of 
early American history. True Yankees is an excellent and highly important study." (Naval Historical Foundation)"A 
valuable contribution to our understanding of Americas early encounters with the world." (American 
Studies)"Educational, interesting, cleverly organized, and easy to read. Morrison presents an aspect of American 
seafaring and trading history that is commonly overlooked, yet still very significant." (The Northern 
Mariner)"Morrison discerns the beginnings of an American identity in an earlier period of American history by 
focusing more on the sea than the land through the maritime expansion outwards of the post-Revolutionary and ante-
bellum early United States republic. What helps to give the book pace and human engagement is the way in which it is 
largely based around the lives and travels of a number of key individuals representing different periods and 
dimensions of what it meant to be what the book's title terms a 'true Yankee.'" (Bulletin of the Pacific 
Circle)"Morrison's book is important and impressive. Its point is accurate and significant. It is a work of skillful 
research, analysis and vision, as well as one that tells an under-appreciated story." (Sea History)"What did it mean to 
be an independent nation?For New Englanders after the revolution, the answer to that question often lay not on their 
own shores but in the far-flung waters of the South Seasin the commodity-rich ports of Canton, Calcutta and Cape 
Town, and in the oceans in between. As Dane Morrison shows in this important new book, the China Trade was where 
seafaring Yankees learned how precious their hard-won independence was, where they took the first steps toward 
having that independence accepted by others, and where they discovered what it meant to be Americans." (Eliga 
Gould, author of Among the Powers of the Earth: The American Revolution and The Making of a New World 
Empire)" True Yankees offers a fresh, insightful, and fascinating perspective on how Americas early voyages of 



commerce and discovery to the exotic South Seas helped the new nation forge its identity and establish itself on the 
international stage. This is a book well worth reading." (Eric Jay Dolan, author of When America First Met China: An 
Exotic History of Tea, Drugs, and Money in the Age of Sail and Leviathan: The History of Whaling in America)From 
the Back CoverHonorable Mention, US Maritime History, John Lyman Book AwardsWith American independence 
came the freedom to sail anywhere in the world under a new flag. During the years between the Treaty of Paris and the 
Treaty of Wangxi, Americans first voyaged past the Cape of Good Hope, reaching the ports of Algiers and the bazaars 
of Arabia, the markets of India and the beaches of Sumatra, the villages of Cochin, China, and the factories of Canton. 
Their South Seas voyages of commerce and discovery introduced the infant nation to the world and the world to what 
the Chinese, Turks, and others dubbed the "new people."Drawing on private journals, letters, ships logs, memoirs, and 
newspaper accounts, Dane A. Morrisons True Yankees traces Americas earliest encounters on a global stage through 
the exhilarating experiences of five Yankee seafarers. Merchant Samuel Shaw spent a decade scouring the marts of 
China and India for goods that would captivate the imaginations of his countrymen. Mariner Amasa Delano toured 
much of the Pacific hunting seals. Explorer Edmund Fanning circumnavigated the globe, touching at various Pacific 
and Indian Ocean ports of call. In 1829, twenty-year-old Harriett Low reluctantly accompanied her merchant uncle and 
ailing aunt to Macao, where she recorded trenchant observations of expatriate life. And sea captain Robert Bennet 
Forbess last sojourn in Canton coincided with the eruption of the First Opium War. How did these bold voyagers 
approach and do business with the people in the region, whose physical appearance, practices, and culture seemed so 
strange? And how did native men and womennot to mention the European traders who were in direct competition with 
the Americansregard these upstarts who had fought off British rule? The accounts of these adventurous travelers reveal 
how they and hundreds of other mariners and expatriates influenced the ways in which Americans defined themselves, 
thereby creating a genuinely brash national characterthe "true Yankee." Readers who love history and stories of 
exploration on the high seas will devour this gripping tale."Although part of US cultural and economic history, the role 
of long-distance sea trade in developing the nation's character and global outlook in the early national period has not 
been discussed until now. The book is informative and entertaining, a rare combination. Highly recommended." 
Choice"Often gripping and always engaging. True Yankees makes a very real and highly insightful contribution to our 
understanding of early America's place within the Pacific world." Journal of Pacific History"An excellent book 
contributing valuable information on America's early story. Anyone interested in the birth of our nation and how we 
entered into the world of commerce will find this a detailed resource." Pirates and Privateers"A valuable contribution 
to our understanding of Americas early encounters with the world." American Studies"Educational, interesting, 
cleverly organized, and easy to read. Morrison presents an aspect of American seafaring and trading history that is 
commonly overlooked, yet still very significant." The Northern MarinerDane A. Morrison is a professor of early 
American history at Salem State University. He is the author of A Praying People: Massachusett Acculturation and the 
Failure of the Puritan Mission, 16001690 and the coeditor of Salem: Place, Myth and Memory and the World History 
Encyclopedia, volumes 1113: The Age of Global Contact.About the AuthorDane A. Morrison is a professor of early 
American history at Salem State University. He is the author of A Praying People: Massachusett Acculturation and the 
Failure of the Puritan Mission, 16001690 and the coeditor of Salem: Place, Myth and Memory and the World History 
Encyclopedia, volumes 1113: The Age of Global Contact. 


