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The British Army turned south in 1779, expecting to sweep through the region with their Tory alies, setting the stage
for victory in the American in the war for independence. Upon entering the Old Spartan District in northwest South
Carolina, however, they ran up against tenacious opposition from locals and their military leaders. In a series of small
skirmishes here, the southern Patriots gained confidence and valuable combat experience that led to surprising
victories at Kings Mountain and Cowpens, ultimately pushing the British back north toward surrender.In Turning
Point: The American Revolution in the Spartan District, historian Katherine Cann tells the compelling story of how
inexperienced backcountry militiamen in the Old Spartan District bottled up the British and learned how to defeat a
seasoned foe. George F. Fields Jr., aleading military heritage preservationist, provides color commentary as Fields
Notes throughout, capturing both the emotion and the commotion of the time.As a bonus, theres a handy guide to the
Spartanburg Revolutionary War Trail, adriving tour of twelve spotsin the Spartan District that were central to the
American victory.
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published articles on the social structure of Abbeville District, the governorship of John P. Richards, and the career of
Sarah Morgan Dawson. Her essay, Improving Textile Town, 1910-1929, appeared in Textile Town: Spartanburg, SC
(Hub City Press, 2002) and her study entitled Freedmen and Schoolsin Abbeville County, 1865-1875, was published
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