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Book by Schwarz, Philip J.

From Library JournalSchwarz has thoroughly analyzed 4342 criminal cases against slaves in the colonial and 
commonwealth courts of Virginia. This extraordinary data provides an illuminating view of the complex relationships 
between slave and free societyand between slaves and freemen. Placing crime in its historical context, Schwarz uses 
assault, arson, theft, murder, rape, and revolution to illustrate demographic and political change over 160 years and to 
record the development of the slave community. The slaveowners' definition of crime and punishment sought to 
preserve both order and the institution of slavery itself and influenced the treatment of blacks by whites long after the 
Civil War. An eye-opening legal and racial history. Harry W. Fritz, Univ. of Montana, MissoulaCopyright 1988 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. 
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