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Allan W. Eckert : Twilight of Empire (Winning of America Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Twilight of Empire (Winning of America Series): 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. As Truth Would Have ItBy NeemIf you like your history 
documented and real....you'll love all of Allan Eckerts books. They give you such an insight into how this country was 
built. He never takes sides. Your sympathies will be with everyone because everyone has a reason for their actions, 
however flawed they may be.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Need a book with large printBy Sandy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1931672296


DonnellyPrint too small couldn't read this book. Actually had to buy another book with larger print in order to read it. 
The content of the book was fabulous. The author writes with authenticity and rich detail. Loved the book. I never 
understood anything about the Blackhawk Wars. I have a greater understanding of what happened during that time in 
the area where I live.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A Prelude to the Trail of TearsBy Joseph 
BourqueI enjoy reading all of Allan Eckert's works, and this volume is no exception. This is the last in his Winning of 
America Series and centers on the Black Hawk War, the culmination of the conquest of the Old Northwest Territories 
by the chicanery, military prowess, superior firepower and resources of the US Government of "Indian-hater" 
President Andrew Jackson and the limited fighting ability of Zachary Taylor, young Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson 
Davis. It is sad and full of pathos in describing the inexorable onslaught of white civilization young America, subduing 
an out-maned, brave and crafty leaders Black Hawk, White Cloud and their loose knit confederacy of tribes of Illinois, 
Fox, Sac and Pottawatomie between the years of 1804 to 1832. For this was the twilight of their civilization. Eckert's 
writing is not for the faint of heart, it and can be downright painful to read of how our society treated its indigenous 
peoples by forcing them from their ancestral planting grounds, destroying their villages, killing women and children 
mercilessly all the while sanctifying our early American heroes. It is history you will never read in high school, or for 
that matter in college, unless you are fortunate enough to have a history teacher that goes beyond the superficial 
treatment of the "Indian" Wars. We may be the "land of the free, and home of the brave", but we should not forget that 
we sometimes got here by less than honorable means. Do the means justify the end ? Eckert forces us to re-think our 
glorious "good old days".

One of the premier chroniclers of our nation's turbulent frontier history, Allan W. Ecker now presents another 
spellbinding chapter in the conquest of the American wilderness. Here is the powerful, compellingly human story of 
the white man's struggle to claim the rich land of the Northern Mississippi--ancestral home of the Fox and Sac tribes--
from the legendary war chief Black Hawk. Having killed his first enemy at sixteen. This proud, brooding warrior 
extends a hand in friendship to the Spanish and the British, but harbors a lifelong hatred for the Americans, who once 
burned his home village. Now charged by the president himself, the ambitious governor of Illinois Territory leads a 
brave and illustrious group of settlers and soldiers to wrest the beautiful land from a nation of destiny and a noble 
chieftain fated to be betrayed by his own kind.

From Publishers WeeklyReading Eckert is like listening to a master storyteller: he presents his material in vivid detail, 
using the novelist's technique to enhance dramatic events. Sixth in the author's Winning of America series, the book 
focuses on how the whites took North America from the Indians. Eckert chronicles the Black Hawk War of 1832, 
fought for possession of the rich farmland of the upper Mississippi Valley. Most of the action took place in Illinois and 
Wisconsin, where both the U.S. Army and local militias were involved in scattered skirmishes for four months. Gen. 
Winfield Scott was delayed because of an outbreak of cholera, but Col. Zachary Taylor and Lt. Jefferson Davis were 
present, as was Pvt. Abraham Lincoln of the Illinois militia. We meet the Sac leaders, Black Hawk and Keokuk (loyal 
to the U.S.), and the treacherous Winnebago chief, White Crow, who played both sides. Eckert has used primary 
sourcespersonal letters, military correspondence, tribal historiesfor a memorable excursion into a dark chapter of our 
history. In the final battle, at Bad Axe, 21 soldiers and 350 Indians were killed. Among previous volumes in this series 
are The Conqueror and The Wilderness War. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Reading Eckert is like 
listening to a master storyteller:he presents his material in vivid detail, using the novelist's technique to enhance 
dramatic events." --Publishers WeeklyFrom the PublisherOne of the premier chroniclers of our nation's turbulent 
frontier history, Allan W. Ecker now presents another spellbinding chapter in the conquest of the American 
wilderness. Here is the powerful, compellingly human story of the white man's struggle to claim the rich land of the 
Northern Mississippi--ancestral home of the Fox and Sac tribes--from the legendary war chief Black Hawk. Having 
killed his first enemy at sixteen. This proud, brooding warrior extends a hand in friendship to the Spanish and the 
British, but harbors a lifelong hatred for the Americans, who once burned his home village. Now charged by the 
president himself, the ambitious governor of Illinois Territory leads a brave and illustrious group of settlers and 
soldiers to wrest the beautiful land from a nation of destiny and a noble chieftain fated to be betrayed by his own 
kind."Reading Eckert is like listening to a master storyteller: he presents his material in vivid detail, using the 
novelist's technique to enhance dramatic events."--Publishers Weekly 


