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Richard Henry Dana Jr. : Two Years Before the Mast: A Personal Narrative of Life at Sea (Penguin Classics) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Two Years Before the 
Mast: A Personal Narrative of Life at Sea (Penguin Classics): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. We love HistoryBy Michelle H.Great info to add to our already 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0140390081


wonderful Historic Tours of San Gabriel. The San Gabriel History Aficionados uses some of the info mentioned in this 
book. We also tell our guests the name of this book with hopes of more people wanting to discover the great history of 
our area on their own.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Awesome ReadBy Customer KeithHave done 
informal fresh water sailing was familiar with some of the terms. Was able in a small way to experience the wind 
waves of a sailing vessel. This book helped me to appreciate what real sailing was about. A very informative enjoyable 
read. Highly recommended.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Real life on the seaBy jacksonA fantastic 
telling of the two years in a young person's life that turns him from a book-bound softy to a man's man. You have to 
get used to searching for the meaning of the true nautical terms in this world of the square-rigger, but it is worth the 
effort. It's a time when California is a foreign country, as uncivilized as darkest Africa (not Hollywood), and Cape 
Horn is as forbidding as the moon. Life is cheap in this world where the Captain has full power over everyone. This is 
all real--not fiction. Knowing that the author actually experienced the brutal years he describes is essential to fully 
appreciating this mesmerizing tale.

In 1834, Richard Henry Dana Jr. left the comforts of Boston for the hardships and abuses of the most exploited 
segment of the American working class. Danas account of his passage around Cape Horn to California, and back, is a 
remarkable portrait of the seagoing life: the day-to-day routines and conversations, the sailors who manned the ship, 
the brutality of incompetent officers, and the style of life in the newly emerging coastal towns of California. As 
Thomas Philbrick discusses in his introduction, the publics sympathy for the plight of mariners, which was aroused by 
the book, eventually faded, but Two Years Before the Mast forever changed readers romanticized perceptions of life at 
sea and inaugurated a lasting tradition of realism and concern for human values.

"Possesses . . . the romantic charm of Robinson Crusoe."--Ralph Waldo EmersonFrom the Inside FlapTracing an awe-
inspiring oceanic route from Boston, around Cape Horn, to the California coast, Two Years Before the Mast is both a 
riveting story of adventure and the most eloquent, insightful account we have of life at sea in the early nineteenth 
century. Richard Henry Dana is only nineteen when he abandons the patrician world of Boston and Harvard for an 
arduous voyage among real sailors, amid genuine danger. The result is an astonishing read, replete with vivid 
descriptions of storms, whales, and the ship's mad captain, terrible hardship and magical beauty, and fascinating 
historical detail, including an intriguing portrait of California before the gold rush. As D. H. Lawrence proclaimed, 
"Dana's small book is a very great book."From the Back Cover"Possesses . . . the romantic charm of Robinson 
Crusoe."--Ralph Waldo Emerson 


