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Richard Henry Dana: Two YearsBefore The Mast before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would
be worth my time, and all praised Two Y ears Before The Mast:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. We love HistoryBy Michelle H.Great info to add to our already
wonderful Historic Tours of San Gabriel. The San Gabriel History Aficionados uses some of the info mentioned in this
book. We also tell our guests the name of this book with hopes of more people wanting to discover the great history of
our area on their own.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Awesome ReadBy Customer KeithHave done
informal fresh water sailing was familiar with some of the terms. Was able in a small way to experience the wind
waves of asailing vessel. This book helped me to appreciate what real sailing was about. A very informative enjoyable
read. Highly recommended.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Real life on the seaBy jacksonA fantastic
telling of the two yearsin ayoung person's life that turns him from a book-bound softy to a man's man. Y ou have to
get used to searching for the meaning of the true nautical termsin thisworld of the square-rigger, but it isworth the
effort. It'satime when Californiais aforeign country, as uncivilized as darkest Africa (not Hollywood), and Cape
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Hornis asforbidding as the moon. Lifeis cheap in thisworld where the Captain has full power over everyone. Thisis
all real--not fiction. Knowing that the author actually experienced the brutal years he describes is essential to fully
appreciating this mesmerizing tale.

Two Y ears Before the Mast is a book by the American author Richard Henry Dana, Jr., written after a two-year sea
voyage starting in 1834 and published in 1840. While at Harvard College, Dana had an attack of the measles which
affected hisvision. Thinking it might help his sight, Dana, rather than going on a Grand Tour as most of his fellow
classmates traditionally did (and unable to afford it anyway) and being something of a non-conformist, left Harvard to
enlist asa common sailor on avoyage around Cape Horn on the brig Pilgrim. He returned to Massachusetts two years
later aboard the Alert (which left California sooner than the Pilgrim). He kept a diary throughout the voyage, and, after
returning, he wrote a recognized American classic, Two Y ears Before the Mast, published in 1840, the same year of
his admission to the bar.



