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O. Palmer Robertson : Understanding the Land of the Bible: A Biblical-Theological Guide  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Understanding the Land of the Bible: A 
Biblical-Theological Guide: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Short but sweetBy K. FeuchtThis is a short, very easy to read text 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0875523994


that describes the land of the Bible in order help one understand biblical history and teaching from a perspective of 
understanding the lay of the land. Robertson briefly describes the geography of Israel, followed by various topics such 
as the climate, vegetation, and various cities/populations over the epochs of biblical times. This book is an enjoyable 
read, as Robertson is able to include in a meaningful fashion how the geology and land of the Old and New 
Testaments affected the understanding of various historical events that occurred. It has some deficits. It is a little too 
brief, and one has a hard time grasping the actual terrain without actually being there. While reading the text, I spent 
about half of the time on Google Maps, trying to get a better grasp of the geography of the area. It could have used 
more illustrations other than just maps. A brief chapter on the geology of Israel would have been nice in order to 
understand such geological deformities as the Jordan Valley/Dead Sea. In the vegetation section, it describes various 
mideast plants, but leaves us wondering what those plants are, such as the Terebinth. A photo, if not a brief 
description, would have been quite helpful. Many locations are described, but one is left wondering where those 
locations fit on a modern map of Israel. Where is Shechem, Samaria, etc.? Why is Capernaum no longer in existence? 
What happened to it? Where does the city of David's Jerusalem fit into modern Jersusalem? I could go on. The 
strongest chapter was the last, which describes five ways of viewing the land of Israel. Does the land of Israel belong 
to the Jews? Will they reoccupy the land some day? Were the crusaders correct in trying to re-conquer the Holy Lands 
for Christianity? Is it even proper to name the land of the Old and New Testament the "Holy Land"? All of these 
questions are answered in a most proper fashion. Through all the chapters, Robertson is able to add biblical insights 
that show how the land of Israel indeed was certainly created specifically as the stage for the appearance of our Lord. 
This is a worthy book to read, yet I hope that perhaps a second edition will remedy the deficits mentioned above.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. An Important Study of Biblical GeographyBy Marlene R.This book is 
mostly dedicated to Biblical and Historical Geography; a subject that not too many authors focus on. It starts on the 
description of the land of Israel: the coast, the plains, the hills, the central area, then goes into Egypt, the "wilderness", 
the mountains, Samaria, Galilee, rivers, then into climate, vegetation and so on.The second part focuses on towns and 
cities in certain periods of time and what was taking place during that time.I don't think I've ever encountered a book 
quite like this before. A very unique and much needed book to help a Bible student, teacher and pastor understand how 
a person lived during ancient Bible times. I definitely recommend this book, or a newer version of this (this one was 
originally copyrighted in 1973, 1978 and the newest one is 1984) if there is one.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. This book is very readable and well organized. It ...By Gary MarbleThis book is very readable and 
well organized. It will give the reader a sense of the geographic layout of the land and its significance. I consider this 
book an absolute necessity to have in my library, and if you teach the Bible this will help you add some rich 
geographical setting material to your lessons.

Surveys the mountains, plains, valleys, rivers, and cities of Scripture and their significance for our understanding of 
biblical history and redemption.

"Understanding the Land of the Bible, written by one of the finest, most trustworthy scholars of the Old Testament 
living today, is the best short introduction to the subject of which I am aware. . . . exactly what pastors, seminarians, 
and Bible college students have long been looking for." --Robert L. Reymond". . . a much needed tool for digging into 
the Bible. Robertson shows that the study of geography is not drudgery in a dusty desert but a refreshing oasis of 
theological insight." --Mark D. Futato"Understanding the Land of the Bible is a guide to biblical Israel and much 
more. It not only informs the reader about the cities, rivers, mountains, and climate of the land, but it does so while 
insightfully pointing out their biblical-theological significance. Find out about the setting for God s great redemptive 
acts." --Tremper Longman IIIAbout the AuthorO. Palmer Robertson (ThM, ThD, Union Theological Seminary, 
Virginia) is director and principal of African Bible College, Uganda. He previously taught at Reformed, Westminster, 
Covenant, and Knox Seminaries. 


