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Valley Forge: The History and Legacy of the Most Famous Military Camp of the Revolutionary War:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting ReadBy RobertHaving visited Valley Forge | have an


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1517287154

appreciation for the hardship the army withstood. | enjoyed this booklet and highly recommend it to any student of
American History0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Cliff H.Easy read and great
information.

*ncludes pictures * Includes accounts of Valley Forge written by Washington and other generals * Includes online
resources and a bibliography for further reading * Includes atable of contents Naked and Starving as they are We
cannot enough admire the Incomparable Patience and Fidelity of the Soldiery.” George Washington And here, in this
place of sacrifice, in thisvale of humiliation, in this valley of the Shadow of Death out of which the Life of America
rose, regenerate and free, let us believe with an abiding faith that to them Union will seem as dear, and Liberty as
sweet, and Progress as glorious as they were to our fathers, and are to you and me, and that the institutions which have
made us happy, preserved by the virtue of our children, shall bless the remotest generations of the time to come."
Henry Armitt Brown Though Americans would be able to look back in hindsight at 1777 as the year the American
Revolution reached a turning point in favor of the colonists, the winter of 1777 was still considered a miserable point
for the cause at the time. Although Benedict Arnold and Horatio Gates were victorious at Saratoga, George
Washington and his Continental army had been less successful. After being pushed back into Pennsylvania at the end
of 1776, Washington attempted to surround the British army as it invaded Philadelphiain 1777, but he failed
miserably. At the Battle of Germantown, Washington was defeated and forced to retreat, and on October 19th, 1777,
the British entered Philadelphia and the Continental Congress fled to nearby Y ork. Ultimately, it would be the French,
not Washington, who forced the British out of Philadelphia. After learning of the French entry into the war, the British
immediately abandoned Philadel phiato garrison New Y ork City, which the British feared could be taken by French
naval assault. After another disappointing year of defeats, Washingtons 11,000 men entered winter quarters at Valley
Forge in Pennsylvania, about 20 miles outside of occupied Philadel phia. His army had repeatedly faced alack of
discipline and chronic disorganization, and Congress began to consider replacing Washington as Commander in Chief
after the fall of Philadelphia. General Gates, who had received the lions share of the credit for Saratoga by
marginalizing Benedict Arnolds role in its success when he submitted his report to the Congress, was floated as an
alternative, and Washington was understandably devastated. Making matters worse, the winter was unusually harsh,
leading to an estimated 2,000 or so deaths in camp from diseases. Gouverneur Morris would later call the soldiers at
Valey Forge a"skeleton of an army...in anaked, starving condition, out of health, out of spirits." However, it was at
Valley Forge that Washington truly forged his army. He introduced a more rigorous training program for his troops,
sponsored by Prussian General Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, who had fought with Frederick the Great. Like the
Marquis de Lafayette before him, von Steuben came to Washingtons army via the recommendation of Benjamin
Franklin, who hoped to use their appointments to curry political favor internationally. Despite speaking little English,
von Steuben went about drafting a drill manual in French, and he personally presided over training drills and military
parades. With the help of von Steuben, the Continental Army left Valley Forge in the spring of 1778 amore
disciplined army than ever before, and the worst of Washingtons failures were behind him. Valley Forge: The History
and Legacy of the Most Famous Military Camp of the Revolutionary War chronicles the history of the site and the
camp that helped create Americas first truly professional army. Along with pictures depicting important people,
places, and events, you will learn about Valley Forge like never before.



