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whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Vatican II: Renewal within Tradition: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Source on Vatican IIBy L. DonahueI read this for a class 
on the four constitutions of Vatican II. This has some excellent essays on the council, the documents, and the history 
surrounding the Council. It is a wonderful resource on what the council actually did and taught, aside from the 
documents of the Council themselves, instead of the silly "spirit of Vatican II" nonsense that has been produced since 
the Council. This is an excellent source for serious scholars of the Council. However, it is not a light read; not for the 
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faint of heart.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A great work.By Celestine K. AnyanwuA great book, 
bringing into limelight the spirit of Vatican 11. Each scholar, a master in his/her field did a good academic job to 
convince readers that that timely council was not a waste. Priests, religious, laity and people of ecumenical mind must 
love this collection of experts. C. K Anyanwu44 of 48 people found the following review helpful. Excellent review of 
the documents of Vatican IIBy jmartinThis book was a very good review of the contents of the 16 documents of the 
Second Vatican Council. Each article also included a brief history of what led up to that particular document, and 
some indication of how that document had or had not been 'received' since then. In general, i wish there had been more 
theological and cultural analysis, although then the book would be longer than its already daunting 442 pp. The best 
feature of this book is captured by the subtitle, "Renewal within Tradition." In other words, each chapter advocates a 
'hermeneutic of contintuity," which locates each document within the context of the previous 20 Ecumenical Councils, 
rather than a 'hermeneutic of rupture,' (cousin of hermeneutic of suspicion), which attempts to create an adversary, 
revolutionary relationship between Vatican II and the previous councils.

From 1962 to 1965, in perhaps the most important religious event of the twentieth century, the Second Vatican 
Council met to plot a course for the future of the Roman Catholic Church. After thousands of speeches, resolutions, 
and votes, the Council issued sixteen official documents on topics ranging from divine revelation to relations with non-
Christians. In many ways, though, the real challenges began after the council was over and Catholics began to argue 
over the interpretation of the documents. Many analysts perceived the Council's far-reaching changes as breaks with 
Church tradition, and soon this became the dominant bias in the American and other media, which lacked the 
theological background to approach the documents on their own terms. In Vatican II: Renewal Within Tradition, an 
international team of theologians offers a different reading of the documents from Vatican II. The Council was indeed 
putting forth a vision for the future of the Church, but that vision was grounded in two millennia of tradition. Taken 
together, these essays demonstrate that Vatican II's documents are a development from an established antecedent in the 
Roman Catholic Church. Each chapter contextualizes Vatican II teachings within that rich tradition. The resulting 
book is an indispensable and accessible companion to the Council's developments, one that focuses on theology and 
transcends the mass-media storyline of "liberal" versus "conservative."

"Almost every chapter shows the breathtaking steps taken in the Council to engage openly, evenly, and critically with 
the complexity of the modern world and to renew and apply the teachings of the Church in this new historical 
context...[This volume] sets the stage for a new chapter in the interpretation of the Council which might move beyond 
the liberal and conservative judges...I strongly recommend Renewal which will, I think, mark a turning point in the 
American Catholic appropriation of Vatican II and help build a momentum for a fresh reading of the Council which is 
slowly gathering momentum." -- s in Religion and TheologyAbout the AuthorMatthew Lamb is a Professor of 
Theology and Chair of the Department of Theology at Ave Maria University. Matthew Levering is a Myser Fellow at 
the Center for Ethics and Culture at the University of Notre Dame and an Associate Professor of Theology at Ave 
Maria University. 


