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Alan Gallay : Voices of the Old South: Eyewitness Accounts, 1528-1861 before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Voices of the Old South: Eyewitness Accounts, 1528-1861:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Old South LifeBy Roy RA glimpse into what life was like in the old
South.

Spanning the period from the earliest European expeditions to the eve of the Civil War, Voices of the Old South


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0820315664

assembles afascinating array of firsthand perspectives on the great events that shaped the region aswell asits
customs, attitudes, and commonplace occurrences. Encompassing key themes in southern history, the eyewitness
accounts Alan Gallay has brought together for this volume are remarkable in their variety. In addition, Gallay's
selections reflect a multicultural approach in which African Americans, native Americans, and women are treated not
as mere tokens but as major participants in southern life.Unlike many works on the Old South, which tend to focus on
the immediate pre-war years, this volume gives equal attention to the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries.
Its geographic definition of the region is notably broad, including not only British America but also French Louisiana,
the mountain areas as well as the lowlands, the pine barrens and the cotton belt. While famous namessuch as Thomas
Jefferson, Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, and Frances Anne Kemblecan be found here, Gallay al so features
writings by a number of obscure or less familiar figures. A French carpenter's account of anill-fated expeditionin
Florida, a Scottish tradesman'’s description of the social mores of Georgia and the Carolinas, afree black's journal of
daily life in Natchez, Mississippithese are but afew of the rare and unusual documents excerpted in the book.In his
introduction, Gallay explains the diversity of his selections, contending that to identify common threads among
particular groups is not enough: we must also understand how the common threads take different forms when they
penetrate different subcultures. By alowing the reader to listen to the richly divergent voices of those who lived in or
visited the Old South, this collection suggests some fruitful ways of reaching that understanding.

From Library Journalln keeping with the current trend of social historians, Gallay (Western Washington Univ.) has
collected and carefully edited a representative collection of abroad and diverse range of firsthand primary source
accounts that depict the forces and experiences that defined the antebellum South. The volume covers avariety of
geopolitical areas within the South--from the South Carolinalow country to the L ouisiana bayous to the Kentucky
Bluegrass Region--from a multicultural perspective. Not only are the voices of elite white males heard; there are also
keen abservations from African Americans, women, poor whites, Amerindians, ethnic groups, abolitionists, proslavery
zealots, and critical foreign observers from the colonia period to the outbreak of the Civil War. Thiswork clearly
surpasses Eugene Schwab's Travelsin the Old South (1973) and can be used effectively by the general reader and
specialized scholar.- Charles C. Hay 11, Eastern Kentucky Univ. Archives, RichmondCopyright 1994 Reed Business
Information, Inc. For those who teach coursesin the Old South, this volume will be awelcome addition to the
literature. . . . Well-done, useful, and effectively organized. (Gulf Coast Historical )[A] rewarding collection of
primary material . . . Should be welcomed in any class where southern history is explored. (Arkansas Historical
Quarterly)From the Back CoverSpanning the period from the earliest European expeditions to the eve of the Civil
War, Voices of the Old South assembles a fascinating array of firsthand perspectives on the great events that shaped
the region as well asits customs, attitudes, and commonplace occurrences. In his introduction, Gallay explains the
diversity of his selections, contending that to identify common threads among particular groups is not enough: we
must also understand how the common threads take different forms when they penetrate different subcultures. By
allowing the reader to listen to the richly divergent voices of those who lived in or visited the Old South, this
collection suggests some fruitful ways of reaching that understanding.



