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Woody Klein : Westport, Connecticut: The Story of a New England Town's Rise to Prominence  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Westport, Connecticut: The 
Story of a New England Town's Rise to Prominence: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. If you live in Westport -- buy it.By annabananaWas a great historical 
read. I had a lot of paternal family in this area and spent many summers there as a child in the 1940's. Great memories. 
This book fascinated me. Great Yankee ingenuity. Still beautiful today, but terribly overpopulated and more 
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commercial. The bucolic loveliness is gone.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Interesting to read 
history I did not know of the ...By lorie kimballInteresting to read history I did not know of the town I grew up in. 
Used take my kids there too0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. My Dad loved thisBy Suzanne V. 
Ebeling-urbanI grew upfor the most part in Westport, Connecticut. I now work there. My Dad who moved us there is 
now in assisted living in Florida. I sent him this book as he loves history and to connect him to his past. He loved the 
book. Great gift for a Westport reared person who's moved away from the area.

This book tells the story of how Westporters from all walks of life share one common characteristic: a generations-old 
love of community. A town settled by farmers and fishermen, diversified by immigrants from many countries and 
varied economic backgrounds, Westport was modernized by professionals in all fields and enriched by international 
celebrities from around the nation and the world. Westport, Connecticut offers the reader an entertaining insight into 
how Westport has become a mecca for those who are traditionally untraditional. This book is the first comprehensive, 
in-depth history of a town celebrated throughout the nation and the world. It brings history alive not only for its own 
residents, but for those who live in distant places who want to learn about one of the finest examples of how the quest 
for excellence, for a community spirit and for volunteerism can succeed in America.Ideally located on a rich landscape 
and the water of Long Island Sound, it was formed when dissident members of the original Massachusetts Bay Colony 
seeking new frontiers for themselves and their families successfully won the Swamp War in the early 1600s against 
the Pequot Indians. Westport was incorporated in 1835 as a result of a strong grass-roots democratic movement toward 
self-reliance and independence. Parishioners of the Green's Farm Church petitioned the legislature in Hartford and 
formed their own community by acquiring land from nearby Fairfield, Norwalk, and Weston. Since those early days, 
Westport has served as the destination for those who wanted to freely express themselves, to live in a relative privacy 
and yet be part of a vital community, and to travel elsewhere but to always have an attractive home base to which they 
could return.

"Westport's story, from colonial times to Y2K, has never before been told in such depth and breadth. Woody Klein did 
an amazing job of capturing our town's special essence and providing information that explains how it became a place 
whose name is known across the nation."-Jo Fox First editor of the Westport News, 1964 founder and publisher of 
Fairpress, 1971-19977About the AuthorWOODY KLEIN is an author and journalist who has written a column in the 
Westport News for three decades. He served as editor of that newspaper from 1992 to 1997. Mr. Klein is the author of 
two previous books, Let in the Sun and Lindsay's Promise. He contributes to numerous publications, including 
Westport and Connecticut magazines and the New York Times Sunday section, and he has been an adjunct professor 
of journalism at Fairfield University, the University of Bridgeport, and Iona College. 


