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1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Definitive scholarly conclusions? ... Noooo, not quite yet!By 
ElizabethThis book lets you know about the biases of many scholars who wish to revise the biblical account or 
reconcile it with modern methods of doing archaeology and "biblical studies." However the scholars are far from being 
'decided' about the issue. In fact this author admits that although the evidence suggests a mixed background rather than 
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a single model, the question of Israel's origins is still open and awaits new discoveries about the ancient world. The 
author attempts to move beyond the 3 competing theories on Israelite beginnings (1) conquest, (2) peaceful infiltration, 
and (3) social revolution by surveying the textual as well as the archaeological evidence and finds the latter 
insufficient to draw any definitive conclusions. This is likely to remain the status quo for quite a while... unless some 
one comes up with a full-proof method to reinvent the past better than the best textual records handed down.7 of 8 
people found the following review helpful. I Really *Like* This BookBy Virgil BrownI really *like* this book. In 92 
short (5x8) pages, McDermott introduces one to the key sources, the key scholars who are writing about the formation 
of ancient Israel, and the key arguments written by these scholars.One meets the Amarna letters, the Shashu, the 
Merneptah Stela, and the Ugaritic texts. One also meets Herzov, Halpern, Ahlstrom, Redford, and others. McDermott 
puts forward the key arguments of these scholars. For example both Redford and Halpern argue that Israel came into 
Canaan from outside. Then McDermott points out the shortcomings of these arguments.What are they saying about the 
formation of Israel? This is it in a nutshell.

The most recent theories about the origin of the Israelites, and the archaeological and textual evidence scholars use to 
decide the issue.

A concise and useful summary of the current debate about the 'Settlement' or the origins of Israel. -- Journal for the 
Study of the Old TestamentHighly recommended for student and teacher as well. -- The Bible TodayThe annotated 
bibliography guarantees the book's usefulness to biblical students and to theologians wanting the latest thinking on the 
subject. -- The Australasian Catholic Record 


