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to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised What Does Being Jewish Mean?: Read-Aloud
Responses to Questions Jewish Children Ask About History, Culture, and Religion:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. PERFECT!By L ana JacobsPerfect selection - gave as gifts and
everyone enjoyed. A great resource.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good book for kids that can
readBy Nancy A.Nice for elementary school kids.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great for Kids and
Adults!By Beth Rodgersl was introduced to "What Does Being Jewish Mean? when it was first published in 1991. At
that time, | was just an eight-year-old, and so many of the questionsin the book resonated with me. | would talk with
my mom, aunt, grandparents, and other family members about the questions and answers. | was super curious about
my religion and why Judaism was so important - even though | knew deep down how important it already was to me,
even without this book to help prove that fact.Now, more than two decades later, | decided to read it completely
through. | probably never did that originally, skipping from place to place in the book, looking for answers to specific
guestions. | thought that this time around | should see how my own Jewish knowledge gained over my lifetime stacked
up next to the "true" responses posed about history, culture, religion, and all the other aspects of Judaism covered
throughout the book.The authors of 'What Does Being Jewish Mean? - an Orthodox Rabbi, a Reform Jew, and a
Conservative Jew - have supplied answers that cross the barriers that sometimes seem to separate areas of the Jewish
faith more than they bring us together. The answers may still make you ask questions, but the questions you ask are
likely answered somewhere else throughout the book. Surely not every question you'll ever wonder about is included.
However, if you have ever wondered what all those holidays throughout the year are actually celebrating, how the
Jews have survived millenia despite all the odds stacked against them, or why the Jewish calendar is different than the
regular, secular calendar, you will be thrilled to have this book as a guidepost. The glossary at the end isalso an
extremely useful way to brush up on terms that you may have forgotten or need a simple refresher course about. All in
all, amotivational and inspiring read that can be read by Jew and non-Jew alike. It will strengthen your Jewish faith or
merely give you insight into what it means to be Jewish.Beth Rodgers, Author of 'Freshman Fourteen,' a'Y oung Adult
Novel

Is everything in the Bible true? Why are there bad people in the world? Can't God stop them? Why do | need to learn
to read, write, and speak Hebrew? Why do we fast on Y om Kippur? Where do we go after we die? Thisclassic
reference -- updated for the 21st century -- provides answers to more than 180 questions that Jewish children most
frequently ask about their faith. The authors cover not only the basics of Jewish belief, custom, and practice but also
the kinds of questions that arise from the unique way that children view the world, such as "Will the Messiah have
superpowers like Batman or Superman?' And perhaps most important for our time, What Does Being Jewish Mean?
tackles the knotty philosophical questions that often leave parents stumped for quick and appropriate responses.

Rabbi Alfred J. Kolatch, author of The Jewish Book of Why What Does Being Jewish Mean? will be agreat help to
parents seeking to answer their children's questions about Judaism and Jewish life. It will certainly be awonderful
source of information for adults anxious to share with young people an appreciation of their heritage.About the
AuthorRabbi E. B. Freedman is the director of the Jewish Hospice and Chaplaincy Network in southeastern Michigan.



