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Saul Friedlnder : When Memory Comes  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised When Memory Comes: 

8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. A Moving StoryBy Dr. Barry R. Leventhal, Distinguished Senior 
ProfessorOne of the most moving stories to come out of the Holocaust. Friiedlander takes us back to the years leading 
up to World War II, from the period of his childhood to his contribution to the establishment of the modern state of 
Israel in 1948. The reader travels with him as he struggles with the memories of his past to his rediscovery of who he 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1590518071


is as a Jewish young man. The reader will be drawn into his or her own past to discover how one's memory of the past 
forges one's present reality.Barry R. Leventhal, Ph.D.Distinguished Senior ProfessorFormer Provost and Academic 
DeanSouthern Evangelical Seminary0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Riveting, wrenchingBy Peter 
MeyersThis tale of a young boy, who makes his way without any family through Nazi occupied France and then onto 
a career as a leading historian, is gripping.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Insightful self-assessment 
of leading historianBy David H.Fascinating, well-written account of youth and early career of an eminent historian. Be 
sure to reach the next volume, just published.

A classic of Holocaust literature, the eloquent, acclaimed memoir of childhood by a Pulitzer-winning historian, now 
reissued with a new introduction by Claire Messud Four months before Hitler came to power, Saul Friedlnder was 
born in Prague to a middle-class Jewish family. In 1939, seven-year-old Saul and his family were forced to flee to 
France, where they lived through the German Occupation, until his parents' ill-fated attempt to flee to Switzerland. 
They were able to hide their son in a Roman Catholic seminary before being sent to Auschwitz where they were killed. 
After an imposed religious conversion, young Saul began training for priesthood. The birth of Israel prompted his 
discovery of his Jewish past and his true identity. Friedlnder brings his story movingly to life, shifting between his 
Israeli present and his European past with grace and restraint. His keen eye spares nothing, not even himself, as he 
explores the ways in which the loss of his parents, his conversion to Catholicism, and his deep-seated Jewish roots 
combined to shape him into the man he is today. Friedlnder's retrospective view of his journey of grief and self-
discovery provides readers with a rare experience: a memoir of feeling with intellectual backbone, in equal measure 
tender and insightful.

"Friedlnder undertakes an evocative journey into his past that is likely to leave many a reader shaken."Amos Elon, 
New York Times Book "A beautifully written (and beautifully translated) memoir of a tragic childhood." New 
Yorker"A work of eloquence and compassion."John Skow,Time"A tender elegy which moves from the Israeli present 
to the European past, from fear to memory, in a mosaic of Proustian images."New Republic"The most remarkable 
feature of When Memory Comes is its composure, an elegance that is unnerving. Friedlnder describes his experiences 
in lean, graceful sentences; his language seems armored against the dissolution it describes."Leon Wieseltier, The New 
York of BooksLanguage NotesText: English, French (translation)From the PublisherWisconsin edition not for sale in 
the U.K. or the traditional British Commonwealth 


