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Geza Vermes: Who'sWho in the Age of Jesus before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Who's Who in the Age of Jesus:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An important book on the age of Jesus, now available on KindleBy
Marius Gabriell have this book in its original hardback edition, but | bought the Kindle version aswell to have asa
handy reference. My own historical novel The Testament Of Marcellusis set in the period of Jesus, and | found myself
turning again and again to Vermes balanced, wise judgementsin forming my own portraits of Jesus, Pilate, Herod and
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other New Testament figures. Thisis exactly what it saysit is-- aWhao's Who, and not a narrative. The personalities of
the age of Jesus are set out in alphabetical order, so that each can be looked up. As usual, Vermes confines himself to
analyzing contemporary sources and avoids the temptation to fill out the blanks with speculation.V ermes was the
foremost authority on the Dead Sea Scrolls, and spent a lifetime studying, translating and publishing them. His
knowledge of the literature of the period was unrivalled.That makes this an invaluable reference aid for those
interested in the period of the New Testament.Having said that, | also find it fascinating to page through the book
moving from reference to reference.Highly recommended.O of O people found the following review helpful. Great read
and resourceBy S. Edwin RufenerThisis an invaluable piece of scholarship from a serious historian for reference or
for reading. In aphabetical order, Vermes offers a brief (although he treats some in more detail) biographical summary
pertaining to individuals of significance in Jesus context. Thisis agreat resource for any individual (trained or
otherwise) who desires to have an overview of Jesus religious and secular contemporaries and have a more thorough
understanding of Jesus' cultural backdrop.0 of O people found the following review helpful. A great deal of
information hereBy BikepoetA great deal of information here; in focusing on these people, Vermes gives us a
particularly sharp view of the world that Jesus lived in. The way that it is arranged, alphabetically, makes for easy,
quick use as areference.

An enlightening journey through the ancient world from "the greatest Jesus scholar of his generation" (The Sunday
Telegraph) Though the New Testament gospels are some of the most extraordinary documents ever written, the picture
they provide of Jesussworld isavery partial one. This remarkable work paints a comprehensive and colorful picture
of the world that Jesus knew. From detailed, convincing portraits of John the Baptist, Pontius Pilate, Herod, Jesus
himself, and other key figures, to the Jewish and Hellenistic leaders often ignored in scripture, Who's Who in the Age
of Jesusisacritical, in-depth ook at one of the most tumultuous eras in human history. * Fully illustrated

About the AuthorGeza V ermess pioneering work on the Dead Sea Scrolls and the historical Jesus led to his
appointment as the first professor of Jewish studies at Oxford University, where he is now professor emeritus. Heis
the author of several books, including The Authentic Gospel of Jesus.From AudioFileThis fine work will be highly
appealing to readersinterested in the history of the Bible or the early church, but will be less appealing to others--
despite Patrick Lawlors clear and focused delivery. Lawlor handles both the authors prose style and the works many
foreign names and terms smoothly. The difficulty comes from the structure of the presentation. As areference that
recounts the biographies of key figures surrounding the life of Jesus--in alphabetical order--this book is fascinating,
but overwhelming. It isimpossible to select the figure whose life one hears, and the very cross-referencing that would
make it useful for reference makesit repetitive for listening. G.T.B. AudioFile 2007, Portland, Maine-- Copyright
AudioFile, Portland, Maine



