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Jung Chang : Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Eye OpeningBy Laura M.The information in this book is eye 
opening. The story is mainly about the Mother of the writer and it gives you a first hand look for what the Chinese had 
to endure during the time of the great famine. The conditions and mistreatment of the innocent was far worse than I 
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could imagine. I enjoyed the historical part of the book and learning more of their culture. There were places the book 
seemed to drag but mostly it moved along at a nice pace.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very 
Worthwhile Eye OpeningBy Dick WhittingtonSpanning three generations of women in a single family, this is the 
inside story of their lives during during the 30 years of the Mao regime. This book opened my eyes to the realities of 
The Cultural Revolution. Strengths of this book included the writing, character development, first-person storytelling 
and details of life, thought, actions reactions, experiences, etc. included. This was not a short or quick read...but it was 
interesting, involving and thought provoking. I lived these years and never knew...before, during or after. It's a book I 
am very glad I read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Fascinating Untold Story of China - Read 
Before You Go!!By GingerAmazing history of China!!! I had no idea the horribleness of Mao, the starvation, mind-
control, lack of education, terrible treatment, torture, etc. going on in the 70's, especially, when I was living a 
wonderful/carefree life in the US. Incredible/detailed writing. I couldn't hardly put it down!! Some parts were so 
depressing but fascinating. I spent 17 wonderful days touring China last fall and wish I'd read this before I'd gone so I 
could have asked questions of our guide. I'd also have had a greater appreciation for the suffering the Chinese have 
endured. I can't believe they still have Mao's huge picture on the front of the Forbidden City! That would be like 
having a picture of Hitler in Germany. I do NOT understand how you could revere such a horrible man, and his wife 
sounded even more evil. It is frightening to read of the past and how the control of people's lives and minds begins, in 
light of our country and the direction some would like to take us. This would be a good example of: "Those who do 
not learn history are doomed to repeat it."

The story of three generations in twentieth-century China that blends the intimacy of memoir and the panoramic sweep 
of eyewitness historya bestselling classic in thirty languages with more than ten million copies sold around the world, 
now with a new introduction from the author.An engrossing record of Maos impact on China, an unusual window on 
the female experience in the modern world, and an inspiring tale of courage and love, Jung Chang describes the 
extraordinary lives and experiences of her family members: her grandmother, a warlords concubine; her mothers 
struggles as a young idealistic Communist; and her parents experience as members of the Communist elite and their 
ordeal during the Cultural Revolution. Chang was a Red Guard briefly at the age of fourteen, then worked as a 
peasant, a barefoot doctor, a steelworker, and an electrician. As the story of each generation unfolds, Chang captures 
in gripping, movingand ultimately upliftingdetail the cycles of violent drama visited on her own family and millions of 
others caught in the whirlwind of history.

Carolyn See Newsday Wild Swans is riveting. It's blindingly good: a mad adventure story, a fairy tale of courage, and 
a tale of atrocities. You can't, as they say, put it down.The New Yorker Her family chronicle resembles a popular 
novel that stars strong, beautiful women and provides cameo roles for famous men....But Wild Swans is no romance. 
It's a story...about the survival of a Chinese family through a century of disaster.Time A mesmerizing memoir."An 
inspiring tale of women who survived every kind of hardship, deprivation and political upheaval with their humanity 
intact." --Hillary Clinton, O, The Oprah MagazineAbout the AuthorJung Chang was born in Yibin, Sichuan Province, 
China, in 1952.She left China for Britain in 1978 and obtained a Ph.D. in linguistics from the University of York in 
1982, the first person from the Peoples Republic of China to receive a doctorate from a British university.She lives in 
London with her husband, Jon Halliday, with whom she wrote Mao: The Unknown Story. 


