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5 of 8 people found the following review helpful. The saddest trade of allBy Seth J. FrantzmanThis book exposes
many parts of the female slave trade in Africa. Here we learn that the Islamic slave trade was made up primarily of
women. The book helpsto aswer this phenomenon by showing that not only were women used as Sex slavesin North
Africabut that women from many traditional east african soceities performed much of the work, thus making them
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more productive. The questions sourounding the role of women in the slave trade is given a variety of looks. One slave
girls narrative tells of how her mother is|eft to starve by the slave master who subsequently buries the daughter alive.
Thisisthe truth of slavery and especialy the turth of slavery asit was propogated by Zanzibar in East Africa. Slaves
were not 'protected’ or treated as human beings, they were simply meat, frequently disgarded along the way when they
got sick or seemed weak. This book finally exposes the truth about slavery fcusing on the enslavement of women and
the role of women in slave soceities. Above all it shows that many of the African men, despairing of the arab slave
caravans who took most of their women, turned to brigandage and joined roving bands of warlords, thus ensuring that
Arfican pride would not be darkened by the cruel evils of slavery and its targeting of women by Sexual predators from
the middle east and europe.Seth J. Frantzman

"Most slavesin sub-Saharan African were women." With that introductory and revolutionary sentence Robertson and
Klein redefined much of the social and economic history of Africa.

Women and Slavery in Africais simply one of the best booksto appear in the past five years.... [The editors] are to be
congratulated for having produced alively, important, and provocative volume.African Economic HistoryAbout the
AuthorClaire C. Raobertson is Professor of History and Women's Studies at The Ohio State University. She has written
extensively on women's economic history in Africa, particularly on Ghana and Kenya.Martin A. Klein is professor of
history at the University of Toronto. His published works focus on the social and economic history of Senegal and
Mali, including slavery.



